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As a young boy, Pe
ter migrated twice to Australia, i
nitially at four years of age from the Netherlands, and then at ten from Belgium.  His first experiences in his new land were in a migrant camp deep in the bush, where new arrivals waited for work.  His family moved to Sydney, and the 
seashore
, where they learned to swim and speak English.  Things didn't last, and after adjusting to their new home, they were on a boat heading back to Europe. 
Just as Peter was readjusting: passing his school work and speaking Dutch/Flemish fluently, presto: he was back at his old school in Sydney, wondering how he still knew all the English words—he just couldn't put them together in the right order!  It taught him the power of self expression and the richness of words.
A year 
later
,
 his family packed up and moved to Adelaide in South Australia.  This was the lowest and poorest time in their lives, arriving with no money, parents with no work and nowhere to live.  They went to school with holes in their shoes.  Most disillusioning of all, there were no surf beaches so they used the local swimming pool.  Adelaide was where Peter spent his teenage years, finished school and went to university.  He loved playing football (soccer), running, joined the air cadets and pumped iron with his dad, and also developed a love for Dutch painting and maritime history.
Later, he moved to Queensland to become a teacher and taught for over twenty years.  He also worked as a graphic artist and learned to scuba dive.  Peter has dived with giant manta rays off Swain's reef on The Great Barrier Reef, wreck dived, and swam with leopard sharks, turtles and giant bat fish off Lady Elliot Island.  Now living on the southern Gold Coast, the area became the inspiration for his first book. 
“The true beauty of Australia lies hidden beneath the waves,” he says. “Sure, there are sharks.  One eye-balled me one day
;
 I just eye-balled him back (what else could I do?).  Don't let fear stop you from doing what you love.” 
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Before the voyage of Captain Cook, an armed merchant ship of the Dutch East India Company disappears off the east coast of Australia.  An unofficial voyage never recorded in the history books, the Dutch sea captain is desperate to send a message home that may be the last hope for Erik, a boy living in Australia 250 years later.
Erik is drawn to the sea, yet lives with his family in the Australian outback.  His crippled father hates the sea.  So what explains the diving suit Erik discovers in the attic, and the artefacts hidden inside, that match the heirloom his sister Stephanie wears?
With a chance move to the coast they learn of their parents' deception.  Their father's murky past leads them into the shipwreck smugglers' lair that has baffled authorities.  Unable to tell friend from foe; beguiled by illusion and confronted by betrayal, kidnapping and murder, 13 year old Erik and Stephanie fall deeper into a seething labyrinth of no return above and below the waterline.
How can they solve the series of riddles and puzzles confronting them?  Will they unlock the clues painted into a Vincent van Gogh masterpiece?  What chance have they against a heartless killer, the leader of the smugglers, and the temptations of a clever conjurer with shifting identities—a maestro of the counterfeit?
Pursued from all sides, the two would-be sleuths unearth the disturbing truth about who they really are.  Can they outwit all their enemies and decipher the mystery of the merchant ship's resting place?  Will Erik heed the warning from the past?
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BOOK
 
BENEFITS
• 
Multi- layered story for reading enjoyment
•
 
Includes extra activities
• 
High interest
 
level for reluctant readers
•
 
Teacher resource kit
• 
Great gift idea for kids
•
 
Engages reader to problem solve
•Australian based story
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WHO 
SHOULD
 READ
• 
Upper primary students and older
•
 
Adults
• 
Reluctant readers
 
•
 
Teachers
• 
Overseas travellers
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“This up and coming Australian writer has qualifications beyond the keyboard.”
– 
Steve Morgan, Editor, “The Island Breeze.”
) (
“...the reader is transported into an utterly engaging world in this fast paced rollicking adventure...”
– N
orman Phillips, Palm Beach
.
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“
Erik and Stephanie are a brother and s
ister team, living in an
 outback town, dreaming of a better life. When their parents make a decision to live back on the Coast - prompted by the moves of a mysterious benefactor - their lives are propelled into a new and mysterious real
m. 
 The reader
s 
 follow them on a quest to find out more about their father and to discover the treasure from a centuries-old sunken Dutch ship, all the while breaching secret tunnels, concealed cellars, and uncovering an art-forgery scam.
 
The tension is ramped up when 
the 
readers learn that the protagonists' foes, money-hungry villains, will stop at nothing to snare the treasure. 
Peter
 
Boey
's
 first book is well written and goes at a cracking pace.  I was taken by his dynamic prose and this story.
”
 
—Alison Quigley, Secretary
, Sunshine Coast Writers’ Association.
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“
‘Voyage to the Bottom of the Bathtub’ by Peter 
Boey
 is a story that keeps you guessing right from the start and as the story draws on it becomes sitting on the edge of your chair stuff.  Teenage brother Erik and his sister 
Snoepke
, after a move with their parents to the seaside soon become involved in an exciting yet extremely dangerous adventure
,
 
w
ith old lava tunnels, trapdoors, underwater
 bathtub,
 and much more.  With family secrets to be uncovered they very quickly, with new acquaintance Tommy, find themselves continually running into trouble with t
alk of illegal treasure hunters,
 smugglers
 and a
 kidnapped girl.  Baffling riddles and clues to help or hinder them.  Sunken Dutch ships of the 17
th
 century with their VOC (in English – Dutch E
ast India Company) connections
 makes this a
 story well worth
the
 read and I shall be looking forward to the
next
 book in the series – well done Peter.
”
– 
Henny
 
Crijn
s
-
C
oenen
Secretary/Editor
,
 VOC Historical Society Incorporated
.
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Stephanie shrunk back into the long grass. 
 
The two figures moved out without using torches, and she soon lost track of where they’d gone until someone came up behind her. 
 
Seeing how the house was raised up on stumps, she ducked in under the floorboards. 
 
A torch light stabbed in around her as she bumped into some clutter. 
 
She crawled out the other side and skirted the fence towards the road where she found her bike and hurried home, sick
 
with worry.
 
    
Once safely inside, there was no time to change, when a
 
knock sounded at her door. 
 
She flew under the covers as the
 
door squeaked open. 
 
When nothing happened, she threw
 
the covers off and saw Erik standing there, dripping wet. 
 
She
 
jumped out, and before she could open her mouth, he put
 
a hand up.
     
“Keep very, very still,” he whispered, as he stepped cautiously
 
over and took a ruler from her desk. “There’s a giant night spider
 
crawling in your hair,” he explained, before flicking the creature
 
off. “There have been too many creepy-crawlies for one night.”
     
“Erik,” she cried, pulling some sticky cobwebs from her
 
hair
,
 
“what 
have you done?”
     
“I solved the riddle, Stephanie,” he said quietly. “Whoever
 
wrote it is on our side—we’re not alone.
  
It all came to me
 
while I was sitting on that 
dunny
 at the bottom of the river.
  
When I brought my compass up, it all made sense.”
For her part, Stephanie was feeling decidedly strange, although
 
it wasn’t Tommy’s knife that was making her flesh crawl. She
 
had sensed the evilness the moment she had entered the cave.
  
There were some things sinister watching her, and in the
 
shadows, she could feel their many expressionless eyes. Dead
 
eyes, sewn into the shapeless heads of creatures that resembled
 
throw rugs and whose mouths were frayed like loose threads
 
hanging from old carpet ends. 
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How would you describe your writing style?
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What came first, art or writing?
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How did you create the dive shop 
centrepiece
 in your book? 
) (
Where can people buy the book?
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Do you have any other books on the horizon?
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How did migrating to Australia influence your book?
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do you bring to your writing?
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 is your book targeted at?
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What inspired you to write the book?
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) (
Interview 
Questions
) (
6
) (
5
) (
4
) (
3
) (
2
) (
1
)

[image: ][image: ][image: vertical.jpg][image: vertical.jpg] (
Download High Res Jpeg
) (
Download High Res Jpeg
) (
Download High Res Jpeg
) (
Download High Res Jpeg
) (
I appreciate requests for photographs for press use. Email and let us know where you post your article so we can link to it.
-Thank you.
) (
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Email:
 
peter
@
peterboey
.com
Phone: 
04
31
-
4
50
-
227
Website:
 
peterboey
.com
Facebook
:
 
‘
Peter
 
Boey
’
Twitter:
 
http://www.twitter.com/boey_pet
er
LinkedIn:
 https://linkedin.com/in/peter-boey-153091164/
 
Instagram
: 
https://instagram.com/peter_boey/
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